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(A copy of this newsletter can be found on the school website:  www.hoylandswaineprimary.co.uk)


HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Welcome back and a Happy New Year to everyone.  We hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas holiday and the children have been keen to return to school this week!

We would like to welcome our eight new Reception starters; Megan Connor, Isabelle Newton, Charlie Thompson, Oliver Brain, Samuel Spenceley, Tom Savage, Michael Rivers-Segovia and Harriet Walton.  We are sure they will soon settle into school routine and make new friends.  We would also like to welcome two brothers to school, Jacob and Daniel Partridge who have joined Year 3 and Year 6.  We hope their transition goes smoothly and they enjoy school life here at Hoylandswaine School.
ADMISSION TO RECEPTION YEAR

Please note the deadline for applications for admission to Reception Year for September 2011 to August 2012 is Monday 17th January 2011.  Children eligible to start school in 2011/2012 are those born between 01.09.2006 and 31.08.2007.  If you know anyone who has not made their application please remind them of this deadline.

UNIFORM ORDERS

We are collating orders – if you need to order any items please complete an order form (available from the unit near the office) and send it to the school office with your cheque by Friday 14th January.

MUSIC TUITION

Fees are due now for the children who have music tuition with the Barnsley Music Service (formerly PADS).  Guitar lessons will commence next Monday afternoon. The cost for the Spring Term is £39.00 plus £11.00 for instrument hire.  If paying by cheque, please make it payable to Hoylandswaine Primary School.  Unfortunately, due to the weather today Mr Horscroft and Mrs Yates were unable to make it to our school.
YEAR 5/6 SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS

A group of children will be taking part in this event at Penistone Grammar School on Monday after school (postponed from last term).  We hope they enjoy the event and wish them success!

CRUCIAL CREW VISIT

Children in Year 6 will be visiting the Lifewise Centre, near Magna next Thursday morning to take part in a Crucial Crew event run by South Yorkshire Police.  We hope they find this informative.  Please ensure your child has a packed lunch to eat on this day as they will not be back in time for school lunch.

YOUNG VOICES CONCERT

As you are aware, this concert had to be re-scheduled due to the severe weather in December.  The date for the concert is now Wednesday 26th January.  We hope all the children involved will be able to attend.  We have been advised by two parents that they have a ticket available due to the change of date, therefore, if you would like to purchase one please contact Mrs Taylor in the school office.  There are two tickets available at a cost of £18.00 each.

BOOK CLUBS

Mrs Foster has sent home book club leaflets for Puffin Books and Scholastic this week.  The deadline for orders is Friday 14th January.  Please make all cheques payable to the individual book club and attach your cheque to your order form.  No cash payments are accepted.  Thank you.

MILK MONEY

We need to confirm numbers with the dairy on Monday, so if your child would like milk and you haven’t let the office know, please send your £8.00 payment on Monday morning.  (Cheques payable to BMBC). Thank you.
BIRD WATCHING
Mr Graham has offered to hold bird watching / identification sessions for children and/or parents during this Spring term.  Ideally the sessions would be held early morning, perhaps 8.00am – 8.30am around the school grounds and the aim would be to increase participant’s ability to recognise birds by sight and sound, leading to an audit of bird life of our school.  We are also hoping to participate in the RSPB Big School’s Birdwatch in January / February.  If you are interested in learning more about our birds and other wildlife please let Mr Woodhead know so that arrangements can be made with Mr Graham.
TAG RUGBY SESSIONS

We have arranged for a coach from Sheffield Eagles Rugby Club to come into school on Monday 17th January 2011 to run a Tag Rugby session during the afternoon for Years 5 and 6.  These sessions will run for 6 weeks, culminating in a Penistone pyramid school’s competition.
KARATE SESSIONS

On Monday 24th January all children will have the opportunity to try karate, as an instructor is coming in to school to run four half-hour taster sessions.  It is hoped that some children will then like to continue to learn karate by attending a 10-week after-school club on a Monday.  Some parents returned slips last term, but there was some confusion over when the sessions would commence and others want their child to participate in the taster session before they decide about the after-school club.  Therefore, the sessions will commence the week after the taster sessions (31st January) providing there is enough interest.  The cost for the sessions will be £30.00, which includes a free T.Shirt.  Further information will be given out by the instructor on the day. 
SCHOOL CALENDAR
We are in the process of preparing the school calendar for January, February, March and April and this will be sent home as soon as possible.  A copy will also be uploaded on to the school website.  Please remember that the weekly newsletter is also uploaded on to the school website, should you not receive your paper copy for any reason.

TEXT 2 PARENTS

Thank you for the positive feedback we have received about our Text 2 Parents service during the school closures in December and also the way in which reminders can be sent out relating to specific events.  We will continue to use the service this year.  Please note, however, that although you can respond to a specific message, Mrs Taylor does not access the service every day, so please do not send queries or messages about absences, etc. via this method.  

FRIENDS OF HOYLANDSWAINE SCHOOL

The next meeting of the FOHS will be held on Wednesday 12th January at The Rose and Crown Pub.  Everyone welcome!

HOYLANDSWAINE CRICKET CLUB

Junior cricket nets will begin on Monday 17th January 2011 at 5.30pm to 6.30pm at Kingstone School.  The cost per session is £2.00 per child.  Fully qualified ECB coaches will be running the sessions.  Everyone welcome.

RACHEL’S ACADEMY OF DANCE

Please find attached a leaflet giving information from this dance teacher.
7th January 2011
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