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(A copy of this newsletter can be found on the school website:  www.hoylandswaineprimary.co.uk)


Welcome back after the extended half term break.  This half term always proves to be a busy but exciting one for all of us in school with Halloween, Bonfire Night and the run up to Christmas.  I am pleased to say that once again we shall have a ‘real’  Christmas tree in the hall, thanks to a kind donation from Mr & Mrs Poskitt (Joseph’s parents in Class 1).

GIRLS FOOTBALL
Our girls football team have been in action again today, representing the Penistone family in the Barnsley finals.  We hope they all enjoyed it and made a good impression.  We are pleased to say that they were certainly dressed for the part in our new kit.  Many thanks to Norcroft Electrical Ltd. (Mr and Mrs Mosley) for generously sponsoring it.
HALLOWEEN DISCO
A very successful disco was held on the last night before the half term break.  It was great to see so many children there wearing some brilliant costumes.  Well done to Miss Hudson for her stamina and excellent dancing.  Thanks also to all the members of FOHS for organising the event and to Mr Cutts for manning the music machines.
SPORTING HERITAGE PROJECT
Could we remind everyone that whilst we don’t enforce strict regulations on school uniform, we do have recommendations on clothing and footwear.  Please ensure children conform to these as it is noticeable when children wear alternative clothes.  Water – we encourage children to drink water regularly throughout the day, but unless there is a sound medical reason for having an alternative, children should not be drinking anything else in class.
COLD WEATHER WEAR

On Monday the filming of Class 3, which was postponed before the holiday, will go ahead.  We hope most of the children will be dressed in 1930’s clothes for the occasion.  We are all looking forward to seeing the end result.
EDUCATIONAL VISITS
Class 2 have been to ‘The Deep’ today and Class 3 will be visiting the Co-op farm on Tuesday next week, as part of their studies.  We hope the children enjoy the visits and gain a lot from them.  Please note that children in Class 3 need to be at school at 8.30am on Tuesday to register, as the coach is scheduled to leave school at 8.45am. The coach is due to leave Goole at 2pm, so we are hoping the children will be back for the normal finish time of 3.30pm, obviously this is dependent upon traffic conditions.

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

A note was sent home with week advising you that the school photographer will be here on Monday afternoon.  All children will have an individual photograph taken and also one with their brother(s) or sister(s) in school.  There is no obligation to buy the photographs, but proof copies will be sent home on the day.  Any orders need to be returned to school by Monday 14th November. For those parents who have sent back a reply slip to have a photo with a younger child, please report to the school office at 1.15pm.  
ENTERPRISE SCHOOL
We are looking to establish an enterprise project involving our Year 5 children.  We will be selling bird food and feeders from school and would appreciate your support.  The group have been given capital to set up their enterprise and we shall be carefully monitoring their progress (and profits).

WALKING BUS

Unfortunately, we have only received 7 replies to the questionnaire about the Walking Bus (out of 61 sent out!!!).  A text message was sent out yesterday asking for a response of Yes/No to the question whether you would support a Walking Bus – we will feedback the results after half term.  Thank you to those parents who have kindly offered to help set the Bus up again, or whose children would like to use it.
SPECIAL MENTIONS
There were no class special mentions this week, however, Sam Martin and Miss Hudson received a certificate in assembly this morning.

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL
It is good to see the first boxes arriving in school beautifully wrapped, please note the last day for bringing in the boxes is Wednesday 16th November.
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – POPPIES
As in previous years we have supported this charity and the children in Class 4 will be taking the poppies round school to sell next week.  All donations will be greatly appreciated.  There are some charity wristbands also available to purchase for £1.00.
OCTOBER WALK TO SCHOOL
As well as participating in the annual walk to school month in October we are continuing with our monthly awards for children who make a specific number of walking journeys.  Today 38 badges were awarded to children for October.  In November we will be awarding badges to children who walk on 12 or more of the 21 school days.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Leaflets have been sent home this week – don’t miss some fantastic offers and ideal Christmas presents!  If you wish to order something please bring in your order by 14th November. (Cheques please made payable to the book company).  Remember if you want the order to be kept as a surprise for your child you can just let Mrs Taylor know (in the school office) and we will not send the items home via your child.
UNIFORM ORDERS

We are collecting orders once again for uniform.  If there are any items you would like to order, please complete an order form (available from the shelving unit near the back door) and send it to the school office along with your cheque payment (payable to APC Clothing Ltd.).  Deadline for orders is Monday 21st November.

UNION ACTION

You will have heard on the news about the possible industrial action by several unions on 30th November.  At present we do not know how we will be affected but we are constantly monitoring the situation and will keep you informed, when details are clearer.

FRIENDS OF HOYLANDSWAINE SCHOOL
FAMILY QUIZ - Friday 11th November, 6pm - 8pm, Hoylandswaine Sports and Social club.

The last chance to hand in your money is Monday for the family quiz.  This family event is being held at the Hoylandswaine Sports and Social Club on Friday 11th November 6pm – 8pm.  This is going to be a great, fun family event, £5.00 including pie and peas.  All families welcome.
RAGS COLLECTION 

The next Rags collection will take place on Thursday 17th November.  We will be using the Firefighters charity so proceeds will go to both FOHS and the Firefighters.  Start collecting unwanted clothes, shoes, bedding, towels.  Further information to follow next week.


THE TRAVELLING CRIB (aka the Knitted Nativity or  ‘Posada’)
Would you like to host the Travelling Crib for a night?
As in previous years, I am arranging for the Knitted Nativity to travel round the village during December. This is based on a Mexican tradition called Posada, which involves two young people travelling round their community, dressed as Mary and Joseph, telling people about the arrival of Jesus and asking if they would give him a room.  The modern day equivalent is based on this concept, but involves a knitted Mary, Joseph and Jesus and supporting extras (the knitted version being much easier to organise than real children). 
Throughout December, starting with a night at school, the figures in the crib will travel around the village each day from home to home arriving back at church at the family Crib Service on Christmas Eve.  If you would like to have the Knitted Nativity in your home for a night this December, please would you let Caroline Taylor know (Robert and Edward’s mum) by Friday 11th November (and let me know if there are any dates in December you can’t do).  Thanks   (TEL:  07795 603157)
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BONFIRE NIGHT SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER – STAY SAFE –


DO NOT PLAY WITH FIREWORKS!!





Have an enjoyable half term break – two inset days follow half term – so back to school on Wednesday 2nd November
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