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(A copy of this newsletter can be found on the school website:  www.hoylandswaineprimary.co.uk)


OPEN DAY
Today we have held our 3rd annual Open Day and it was good to see so many people visiting.  Many thanks to the members of the governing body and FOHS for helping with the refreshments.  We hope everyone had a good time and saw some of the school’s strengths in action – Music, French and P.E., and that you could provide information about old games to our visitors from the Museum Services.
PARENT GOVERNOR
We have a vacancy on the governing body for a parent governor, although this time it is due to the expiry of the term of office rather than a resignation.  The governor concerned is willing to remain as a governor, but nomination papers have been issued for anyone interested with a closing date of Wednesday 19th October at 3.45pm.
PARENTS’ EVENINGS
We hope you found the meetings with the teachers informative and that your child (children) is / are making good progress.  Many thanks for ensuring the evenings were kept almost to time.  We have received many positive comments regarding both the parents’ evenings and last week’s Harvest.  As always, if there are any issues which concern you please have a word when Mr Woodhead is out on the playground or phone the office to make an appointment, please don’t arrive at 8.55am to talk to the teachers unless it is very important and very brief.
GIRL’S FOOTBALL
Last Monday our Y5 / 6 girls football team (plus three Y4’s) entered the pyramid competition at PGS and did very well.  We won two of our three group games, finishing second in the group, and then won our third / fourth place play off game to finish third overall on the evening.  Well done to all the squad who coped well with the dreadful weather.  We have now qualified for the Barnsley area finals on 4th November at Dodworth.
CLASS 2
Please note that there will be no Friday homework today for children in Class 2.

Class 2 will be visiting The Deep in Hull on Friday 4th November.  A letter has been sent home today with details.  Please complete and return the consent and contact forms and return them to school by Friday 21st October.

PARKING AROUND SCHOOL

A number of parents have expressed concern about other parents parking close to and opposite the junction of Cross Lane and South Lane.  Early morning and at the end of school the roads are very busy and not all children follow the rules for safe conduct, so please keep these areas clear and help us to maintain our record or road safety.

WALKING BUS

To help ease the congestion in a morning we are looking to set up a Walking Bus. The idea is similar to the after-school one we used to run over the past years, where parents volunteered to walk a group of children up through the village to the Rose and Crown Pub. Parents would then park and meet their child/children in the car park.  Any children living along the route would also be dropped off.  We successfully ran the after-school Walking Bus for several years, however, we relied upon willing volunteers to take their turn on a rota and unfortunately we did not have enough volunteers to enable it to continue.  However, it is now a new school year and we have several new families in school who may be able to volunteer.  It would certainly help the traffic problems at school.  If you are interested in helping please complete the attached questionnaire and we will let you have some feedback after half term.
SCHOOL LIBRARY

We would be grateful for any donations of books for the school library or the Tuesday book exchange to supplement what we have.  Books aimed at the age range 4 – 6 years would be particularly useful – we are always looking at ways to encourage reading in school.
HARVEST FESTIVAL
We have now counted the donations from the Harvest Festival last week and the total collected is £85.98. This will be given to good causes. Thank you for your donations.
HOYLANDSWAINE OWLS ACTIVITY DAY
Lots of exciting activities have been planned for the two inset days after Half Term (Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November). There are still places available. If you would like to book a place for your child please speak to Mrs Faxon or Miss Lockwood.
SPECIAL MENTIONS
Congratulations to everyone who received a special mention this week:-

Class 1:
Isaac Brock, Chloe Watson
Class 2:
Zoe Partridge, Tom Savage
Class 3:
Sophie Jackson, Caitlin Sammon
Class 4:
Anna Friggens, Hannah Sammon

CRUCIAL CREW VISIT
Just to remind parents that children in Class 4 will be visiting Crucial Crew on Monday – all day visit – packed lunch required.  Dinner money for next week will be £6.80 for this class.

CHRISTMAS
Christmas will soon be with us and after half term we shall be beginning to practice for our Christmas performances.  The KS1 concert will be on Tuesday 13th December in the afternoon, with KS2 concerts on Tuesday evening (13th) and Wednesday 14th December in the afternoon.  There will be a dress rehearsal for both concerts on Monday 12th December and a limited number of seats will be available for anyone not able to make the other concerts.  Times will be confirmed later, but at this point please remember dates are subject to change.  We are hoping to hold parties and a disco in the same week.
Our Choir have been booked to sing at the Tesco store in Penistone on Tuesday 6th December between 4pm and 5.30pm.

CHRISTMAS TREE
In previous years we have been fortunate to have a tree for the hall donated, this arrangement has now ended.  If anyone has contacts who may be willing to donate a tree or offer a good deal on one, please let us know.  Members of FOHS decorate the hall for us in early December and children enjoy making decorations for the tree.

COMPETITIONS

The Christmas Card Competition for our local MP has now closed with a number of lovely cards being entered again this year.

The children were told earlier about two other competitions which may be of interest to them.  One was to draw, take a photo or produce a digital image of something ‘they like about their schoo’l  (A4 size Landscape).  The second was to produce a road safety banner.  Children can use their own slogan or one of the following ‘Please Drive Safely’, ’20 is plenty’ or ‘Kids say Slow Down’.  Designs need to be bold and eye catching.  Closing dates for both competitions is Tuesday 18th October at 9.30am.  If anyone chooses to enter the Calendar Competition there is an entry form to accompany each attempt, and a consent form for any photograph with children on.  Please see Mr Woodhead if these are required.


FRIENDS OF HOYLANDSWAINE SCHOOL
HALLOWEEN DISCO

The letters regarding the fancy dress Halloween disco went out this week. Please make sure you hand in your letter and slip before Wednesday so that we know numbers for catering. Please put completed slip and money in an envelope and hand in at your classroom. Tickets will not be issued; your child’s name will be on a list on the door. Please use classroom 2 (nearest to the school playground gates) to drop your child off for the disco and be there to collect children at 7.00 promptly. Children will not be allowed to leave the school until their parent arrives. All school children welcome for the ghostly activities.
14th October 2011
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